
RESOLTUTION No. 81 

MERCY SEAT MISSIONARY BAPTIST 

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

 
 

WHEREAS, Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church is located in the heart of the City of 

St. Louis’ Central West End, where it stands as a beacon light in the community signaling 

men and women, and boys and girls to the safety of salvation; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church was established in 1918 in a small 

frame building on the 3500 block of Bernard Street, by the late Reverend Starks, and its 

name Mercy Seat came from the late Mother Nancy Lewis who had been a member of a 

church by that same name in the South; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Reverend R.E. Poole was called to the pastorate and served as pastor of 

Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church from 1918 to 1925, and was succeeded by the 

Reverend M.J. Jackson who served as pastor until 1927, when he was succeeded by the 

Reverend Elcue Laws, who was succeeded by the Reverend L.O. Gyce who served as 

pastor until 1931, when he was succeeded by the Reverend J.W. Phillips, who was 

succeeded by Reverend A.F. Smith, who was succeeded by the Reverend Phillips, who was 

succeeded by Reverend Smits, and following his service, the Reverend Elcue Law was 

called to serve as pastor a second time, and was succeeded by Reverend R.F. Shepard: and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1936, Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church moved to 2750 Clark 

Avenue, at which time the congregation voted unanimously to elect the Reverend 

Roosevelt Brown as Pastor, and four years later, on the second Sunday in July 1940, the 

church moved to 2730 Bernard Street, and then moved to its current location at 4424 

Washington Boulevard;  

 

WHEREAS, the Reverend Roosevelt Brown, with the help of God, attained many, great 

accomplishments at Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church, and on February 28, 1965, 

Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church held its mortgage burning ceremony; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 6, 1984, after serving Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church for 

forty-eight years, the Reverend Roosevelt Brown went home to be with the Lord; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dr. James Brown Sr. was elected as pastor Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist 

Church, on Sunday, September 22,1985, accepting the call and assuming responsibility as 

the eleventh pastor of Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church,  and under his leadership the 

church continued its expansion, which included, among many other achievements, the 

installation of an elevator, the purchase of the Mercy Seat Senior Apartment, and the 

establishment of the Tuesday Night Bible Study, which for many years was regularly 

attended by over two-hundred individuals; and 

 

WHEREAS, on January 20, 2018, after giving service to Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist 

Church for over thirty years the Reverend Roosevelt Brown went home to be with the Lord: 

and 



 

WHEREAS, on November 18, 2018 Reverend Robert Ear Houston, was elected as pastor 

of the Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church and he accepted the call and became the 

twelfth pastor of the church, preaching his first sermon as pastor on Sunday December 10, 

2017; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church is presently in the midst of a yearlong 

celebration of its Centennial Church Anniversary with the following services and events, 

starting with a Consecration Service, in August 2017, Family and Friends Day in February 

2018, Throwback Sunday in April 2018, the Annie Malone May Day Parade in May of 

2018, the Church Picnic in June of 2018, the Centennial Gala Banquet in June of 2018, the 

Reunion Choir Musical in July of 2018, with the culmination on Sunday, July 22, 2018, at 

10:00 am during morning worship, to God Be The Glory. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of 

St. Louis that we pause to recognize and celebrate the Centennial Church Anniversary of 

Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church and its many and great accomplishments over those 

years, and we direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the 

minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy to the end that it may be 

presented to the Mercy Seat Missionary Baptist Church at a time and place deemed 

appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 
Introduced this 13th day of July 2018 by: 

Honorable Terry Kennedy, Ward 18 

 

Adopted this 13th day of July, 2018, as attested by 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Louis Galli      Lewis E. Reed 

Interim Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 

 


